This study constructs a neorealist theory of crossnational military emulation. The theory of emulation invites us to rethink neorealism as a theory of organizational effects, and not just state behavior and systemic outcomes. States have always imitated the best practices of one another: the latest in military weaponry, industrial processes, regulatory policy, even entire organs of state such as central banks. This deliberate imitation is an enduring feature of the international system. In the late nineteenth century, a diverse array of countries, including the United States, Japan, Brazil, Argentina, and Chile, imitated the military system of Germany. Because countries so different from one another imitate identical military practices and come to have similar military organizations, the explanation for these outcomes cannot be found in the peculiarities of their national culture, history, or traditions. What, then, explains this puzzle? The causes of military emulation, this book argues, are to be found not in the cultural, political, historical, or institutional attributes of states, but outside of them in their external security environment. This work is a qualitative comparative study, and it offers three rich -and uncommon -historical cases: Argentina, Brazil, and Chile.
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